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International Seminar on the Chinese
Translation of the Dirgha-agama

by The Agama Research Group at the Library and Information Center

n international seminar on
Athe Chinese translation of the
Dirgha-agama (£ & %€, Taisho
1) was held on October Friday 18th
and Saturday 19th at Dharma Drum
Buddhist College, organised by
the Agama Research Group at the
Library and Information Center of
Dharma Drum Buddhist College
and the Numata Center for Buddhist
Studies at Hamburg University,
with the support of the Chung-Hwa
Institute of Buddhist Studies and the
Chiang Ching-Kuo Foundation for
International Scholarly Exchange.

The project was directed by
SamanerT Dhammadinna (Dharma
Drum Buddhist College), with the
enthusiastic support of a group
of DDBC staff and students, and
co-directed by Bhikkhu Analayo
(University of Hamburg and
Dharma Drum Buddhist College)
within the research activities of
the Agama Research Group and
has brought to fruition the desired
academic cooperation that has been
agreed upon in the Memorandum
of Understanding signed between
the Asia-Africa Institute of the
University of Hamburg and Dharma
Drum Buddhist College (2009).

The event has accomplished a
standard of international excellence
in philology and text-critical studies,
insured by the academic standing of
the seminar participants and by in-
depth scholarly exchange between
Taiwanese, Japanese, Srilankan
and Western experts of the Dirgha-
agama and Digha-nikaya canonical
collections of early Buddhist

discourses.

Seminar presenters and papers:

Bhikkhu Analayo (DDBC

and Hamburg University): “The
Dharmaguptaka Dirgha-agama
in the light of its Theravada and
Miulasarvastivada/Sarvastivada
counterparts: on the three discourses
found only in the Chinese
collection”.

Roderick S. Bucknell (University
of Queensland): “Observations
on the structure of the (Mila-)
Sarvastivada Dirgha-agama in
Sanskrit vis-a-vis the Pali Digha-
nikaya”.

Endo Toshiichi: “The
Sumangalavilasini and the Digha-
bhanaka-s”.

Jens-Uwe Hartmann (Ludwig
Maximilian University of Munich,
*paper only, unable to participate
in person): “The Dirgha-agama of
the (Mula-)Sarvastivadins: what
was the purpose of this puzzling
collection?”.

Hung Jen-jou (Dharma Drum
Buddhist College): “A textual
analysis of the Last Discourse in
the Chinese Dirgha-agama based
on a translatorship attribution
algorithm”.

Karashima Seishi (The
International Research Institute
for Advanced Buddhology at Soka

University): “A Sarvastivadin
‘encroachment’ into the Chinese
translation of the DaS$ottara-
sttra in the Dirgha-agama of the
Dharmaguptakas”.

G.A. Somaratne (Dhammachai
Tipitaka Project, Dhammachai
Institute, Wat Phra Dhammakaya):
“Editorial challenges with
the new critical edition of the
Silakkhandha-vagga of the Digha-
nikaya for the Dhammachai
Tipitaka Project”.

Ken Su (Hsinchu City): “Zhu

The Agama Research Group [ARG] at

Fo-nian's translation procedures
and style: a study based on parallel
passages in the Dirgha-agama,
the Chinese Udanavarga and the
“Vinaya in Four Parts’”.

Yit Kin-tung (Center for General
Education / Institute of Philosophy,
National Sun Yat-sen University):
“The third section of the Chinese
Dirgha-agama in comparison to the
Silakkhandha-vagga in the Digha-
nikaya”.

The format of the event was — as
with the previously held workshop

on the Chinese translation of the
Ekottarika-agama (Taisho 125),
convened in April 2012 — that of
a research seminar, followed by a
half-day session of private research
meetings among the participating
scholars. All available seats of the
seminar room had been booked up
by a very attentive and competent
public composed of local and
international scholars and students.
Fully satisfied and happy reports
have been conveyed to the staff

and the organisers.

The publications of the
Agama Research Group

A Comparative Study of the Majjhima-nikaya

- Analayo

» Dharma Drum Buddhist College Research Series 3

+ Taipei, Dharma Drum Publishing Corporation (2 vols.)

- 2011

Madhyama-agama Studies

+ Analayo

» Dharma Drum Buddhist College Research Series 5
» Taipei, Dharma Drum Publishing Corporation

- 2012

the Library and Information Center

he Agama Research Group [ARG] (frf =

FEHFZ%/INFH in Chinese) at the Library and
Information Center of Dharma Drum Buddhist
College is a special interest group with a shared
research focus on the comparative study of early
Buddhist thought and texts (agamas).

Agama research group

@ Dharma Drum Buddhist College

home  aboutus research  digital publications resources  events  contact

home

The Agama Research Group [ARG] at the Library and Information Center of Dharma Drum Buddhist
College is a special interest group with a shared research focus on the comparative study of early
Buddhist thought and texts (3gamas).

The ARG was formally inthe autmn of 2012, growing out of long-term collaboration
among its core members that comprise academics based at or affiliated with Dharma Drum
Buddhist College. These include philologically trained students and scholars specialising in early
Buddhist philology and experts in computational linguistics.

The ARG's vision as an academic community is informed by the intention to support the dialogue
between traditional and academnic learning. It s at the same time dedicated to collaborative
eaarch by L scholars and scholars of the digital ities. It is d to fostering

The ARG was formally constituted in the autumn
of 2012, growing out of long-term collaboration
among its core members that comprise academics
based at or affiliated with Dharma Drum Buddhist
College. These include philologically trained
students and scholars specialising in early Buddhist
philology and experts in computational linguistics.

The ARG’s vision as an academic community is
informed by the intention to support the dialogue
between traditional and academic learning. It is at
the same time dedicated to collaborative research
between textual scholars and scholars of the digital
humanities. It is devoted to fostering exchange
between Taiwanese and international scholarship.

The ARG has a long-term plan of research,
academic seminars and publications and is
committed to making its work-in-progress digitally
available, ensuring timely and free web access to
their research results and publications.

ARG website: http://agamaresearch.ddbc.edu.tw/

Research on the Ekottarika-agama (Taisho 125) (new!)

+ ed. Dhammadinna

» Dharma Drum Buddhist College Research Series 6

» Taipei, Dharma Drum Publishing Corporation

- 2013

An early Chinese commentary on the Ekottarika-agama:
The Fenbie gongde lun 53 5Ih#E5& and the history of the
translation of the Zengyi ahan jing & —[a =4

-+ Antonello Palumbo

» Dharma Drum Buddhist College Research Series 7

» Taipei, Dharma Drum Publishing Corporation

« in press 2013
Research on the Dirgha-agama

- in preparation 2014
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