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We invited Dr. Giuliano
Giustarini (Mahidol University,
Thailand) to share a few
words with us after his stay
at Dharma Drum Buddhist
College in April. He kindly
agreed.

ater flows almost everywhere
U V in Dharma Drum Mountain.

Its whisper pervades mountains,
forests, bedrooms, libraries, dining
halls, temples. Water relentlessly
nourishes and washes bodies
and minds. Perhaps even more
significant, water always finds a
way. In my walks around Dharma
Drum Mountain, observing
landscapes, works, architecture
and details, I was always aware
of a direction: a direction in every
natural or human plan, device, idea.
Those astonishing surroundings
easily invited me to reflect on the
purpose of all these efforts, the
enlightened vision of Master Sheng
Yen, and, inevitably, on myself and
on my own direction within this
bigger picture.

One of the questions that a
place like Dharma Drum Buddhist
College may raise is the purpose
of studying Buddhist texts. More
specifically, I would like to
highlight the influence that studying
Buddhist texts may have on one's
practice of the Dharma.

I will try to be brief. It is well
known that mere speculation is
frequently stigmatized in Buddhist
tradition. This has led many
practitioners to dismiss study,
considering even knowledge of
Buddhist texts as a manifestation
of egotism or, at its best, an
unnecessary endeavor. Although
accumulation of knowledge per se
goes clearly against the direction
and the spirit of Buddhist teachings,

Libraries and Temples

by Giuliano Giustarini

it is obvious that without knowing
them at depth, there would be no
direction whatsoever in the first
place. Or better, the direction would
be imposed by layers and layers
of prejudices, often unknown or
unquestionably taken as a reliable
epistemic instrument.

How does close exposure to
the Buddhist scriptures positively
affect the practice of the Dharma?
The question perhaps lies in two
main viewpoints: (a) the way one
sees and practices the Dharma; (b)
one’s attitude to studies in a general
sense. The latter may encompass
many facets, ranging from the
etymology of the word “study”
(‘to pay attention’, ‘to scrutinize’)
to the possible biases fed by a
more or less rigid education, by
ambition, or by a goal-oriented
attitude. The first viewpoint

may depend on various factors,
including the specific tradition one
tries to follow and one’s grade of
understanding of such tradition.
Probably oversimplifying, I would
like to narrow the question by
focusing on some chief aspects that
seem to be common to all Buddhist
schools: wisdom, mindfulness,
faith and compassion.

The first factor is visibly
benefited by a disciplined and
passionate study, which may
significantly nourish knowledge.
Of course, this entails that the
mind must be permeable to
knowledge, otherwise it will just
accumulate sterile information. In
the teachings of the Buddha there
are several metaphors to illustrate
a wrong approach to knowledge,
like counting others’ cows or
grasping a snake from the tail.

To this purpose, wisdom must be
cultivated along with meditation
and morality and thereby purified
from defilements.

With regard to the development
of mindfulness, I think that
study may have a very powerful
influence: by studying texts
we may learn how to develop
mindfulness and at the same
time we may adjust the lens of
mindfulness by exerting it in
various subtle ways. Study may
provide a shift in the way we
usually observe reality, and through
this shift mindfulness is intensified,
well-directed, and able to penetrate
reality itself. Impermanence,
unsatisfactoriness, and absence

A Brief Intro to DDM’s Buddhist
Digital Archives Projects

by the Digital Archives Section

n recent years, we at Dharma

Drum Buddhist College (DDBC)
and Chung-Hwa Institute of
Buddhist Studies (CHIBS) have
worked tirelessly to build digital
resources and tools for the field of
Buddhist Studies by developing
our Buddhist Digital Archives
projects. We would like to take this
opportunity to provide readers with
information about the development
of these projects, which aim to
digitize Buddhist texts and advance
the field of Buddhist Studies world-
wide.

Our more than twenty digital
Buddhist projects can be divided
into six major categories:

(1) tools for Buddhist textual studies
(2) a comprehensive digital Buddhist
Tripitaka database

(3) Buddhist lexicography projects
(4) spatio-temporal visualization
tools
(5) social network projects; and
reference tools
(6) authority databases
The Buddhist Digital Archive
projects have opened up new
research methods and tools for
scholars utilizing the growing
digital platform. The projects’
distinguishing features are as
follows:

(1) Combining Buddhist Studies
and Information Technology

The projects require a team
of individuals who possess great
knowledge of both Buddhist
Studies and Information
Technology. Therefore, DDBC is

the first educational institution and
organization to create Buddhist
Informatics courses to advance
scholarship using digital research
tools for the study of Buddhism.

(2) Training students and young
scholars in the field of Buddhist
Informatics

We have tried for many years
to incorporate interdisciplinary
research in order to advance
Buddhist Studies, and have
cultivated many young scholars
proficient in Buddhist Informatics.

(3) Expanding the methodological
scope of Buddhist Studies
During this time, we have
provided scholars with Buddhist
Informatics tools and digital

content, and, at the same time, we
have promoted new digital research
methods to enhance the quality
and quantity of Buddhist Studies
research.

(4) Heightening knowledge

In order to help scholars conduct
more effective research in textual
studies, our digital resources have
incorporated term extraction,
multi-lingual extraction, cross-
language comparison, Language
Corps, social network tools,
spatio-temporal visualization, and
other functions, as well as data
mining methods to dig out useful

of self (or emptiness), are more
casily realized when mindfulness
is cultivated in combination with a
thorough and open-minded study.

The causal relation between
study and faith is demonstrated
by the cognitive quality that faith
reveals by guiding a religious
person through concealed paths,
i.e. beyond what one’s amount
of notions is able to reach. This
cognitive faculty is promoted by a
sincere study, which not only sheds
light on the path, but also fosters
the intuitive abilities to orient a
meditator even in darkness. In other
words, the study of the Dharma
enlightens part of the path while
providing and refining a sort of
inner compass (faith) that reveals
decisive way in Buddhist practice.

The relationship between the
study of the Dharma and the last
aspect may sound a little more
obscure, but only at a first glance.
Indeed, the first compassionate
act of the Buddha after his
supreme awakening was the
sharing of knowledge. Knowledge
progressively systematized, made
suitable to the different capabilities
of the disciple, organized through
insightful metaphors, complex
classifications, subtle wordplays,
and various semantic strategies.
Furthermore, study requires effort,
effort requires motivation, and
no motivation can compare with
compassionate altruism.

While listening to the whisper
of water, through falls, rains, or
agitated waves, I am bound to
remind myself that every moment of
study of the Buddhist texts is a drop
of the same water of the Dharma
that flows towards liberation. And
books find their place next to the
meditation cushion.

knowledge and hidden information
from a large amount of data that
are stored in our database and data
warehouse.

By continuing to construct and
develop these digital projects,
such as digitizing the Buddhist
Tripitakas, we are not only offering
new ways of reading texts in the
digital and network age, but also
providing new content for scholars
to use and research the material.

For more information about our
growing and expanding projects,
please take a look for yourself at:
http://www.ddbc.edu.tw/zh/digital
archives/projects.html.
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