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Report from the Digital Humanities Conference 2010

By Dr. Marcus Bingenheimer

The Digital Humanities 2010
is the largest annual meeting
in the field of Humanities
Computing. This year it was
hosted by King’s College,
More than 400
delegates from more than 30

London.

countries attended a lively and
interesting meeting July 7th
to 10th, with pre-conference
workshops held on the 5th and
the 6th.

The conference had four
concurrent panels, keynote and
plenary speeches. Meetings
of the major organizations
such as the ADHO (Alliance
of Digital Humanities
Organizations), the ALLC

Major Events

* 2010.07.15

The Rector of Mahachulalongkorn-
rajavidyalaya University, Thailand,
with more than thirty faculty and
staff members, visited DDBC. DDM
President and Abbott, Venerable Guo
Dong, DDBC’s President Venerable
Huimin, and Vice President Aming Tu
hosted the visiting group. The visitors
joined a brief discussion forum, and
visited the campus of DDBC as well
as the Dharma Drum Mountain World
Center for Buddhist Education.

* 2010.08.07

Venerable Changjing, Abbott of Yijing
Temple, Shandong, and Professor Chen
Jian visited DDBC in a group of twenty-
eight members. President Venerable
Huimin, Director of CHIBS Venerable
Guojing, Director of Undergraduate
Program Venerable Guohui, Professor
Weijen Teng, and Ms. Hsiulan Chen
accompanied the visitors for a tour of
the Library and Information Center,
International Conference Hall,
classrooms, and the Dharma Drum
Mountain World Center for Buddhist
Education. This interaction was for
planning a cross-straight international
academic conference and the future
memorial hall for Venerable Yijing.

* 2010.09.08

“2010 The Eighth Cross-Straight Tri-
Institute Conference on Information
Technology and Applicative Interaction”
and “2010 The Eighth Cross-Straight
Tri-Institute Conference on Information
Technology and Digital Archiving
and Sharing”, co-hosted by Academia
Sinica Computing Center, Computer
Network Information Center of Chinese
Academy of Sciences, and Computer
Network Center of Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences, was held at Academia
Sinica and DDBC. DDBC was invited
to co-organize the conference this year.
More than a hundred participants from
three research institutes and faculty
of DDBC took part in this conference
event.

(Association for Linguistic and
Literary Computing) and the ACH
(Association for Computers and
the Humanities) were held during
the lunch hours. Moreover, we
attended a meeting of Centernet,
a worldwide network of digital
humanities centers, of which
Dharma Drum Buddhist College
is the only Taiwanese member.

The poster session, held in two
large rooms, was lively and draw a
lot of visitors. DDBC contributed
a poster on our “Digital Archive
of Buddhist Temple Gazetteers™ ,
which generated a lot of interest
among Asian participants.

The main part of the conference
took part in the panels. Visitors

had to chose from four concurrent
meetings at any time. Among
the topics were TEI, Visual
Arts, Stylometry and Textual
Analsis, GIS based applications,
Visualization and others. In the
two panels on TEI it became clear
that after more than 20 years TEI
still enjoys a high level of interest.
Mark-up is still considered the
most important method for textual
analysis and the production of
durable digital texts.

It was also good to see how
visualization as a method is
emerging as an important part of
the field in Digital Humanities.

Participation from Asian

delegates is usually low at the

DH but this time

we had a panel on
digital projects

in Japan that
introduced several
important digital
humanities projects
conducted in Japan.
Unfortunately, there
were only very few
participants from
Taiwan, China or
Korea reflecting the B
low profile of the
region in this field. As a region
East Asia is clearly not well
represented yet in the emerging,
interdisciplinary field of digital
humanities.

A downloadable version of the
programme with all presentation
and poster abstracts is made
available here:http://dh2010.cch.
kcl.ac.uk/academic-programme/
timetable.html

The Dharma Drum Mountain Experience

By Severina Balabanova

For a foreign person from a
western cultural background who
does research on Chinese Bud-
dhism in medieval China, visiting
sacred Buddhist places, whenever
and wherever possible, is a must.
When I realized that I had been
granted a permission to stay at
Dharma Drum Mountain from Au-
gust 8th to August 20th to do re-
search in the Dharma Drum Bud-
dhist College library, I felt as if a
blessing was coming my way. Not
only did it help my research but,
most importantly, I was able to
enrich my scholarly activities with
the challenging, enlightening, and
stimulating interactions I had with
monks, nuns and lay people, all
of whom helped me in more ways
than I can possibly express.

The reason I visited Dharma
Drum Mountain was to collect
material and advance the writing
of an article on Biqiuni zhuan Et
Fr/Ef#, a 6th century biography
collection of Chinese Buddhist
women written by the monk Bao
Chang 5, by far the earliest
such collection known to us. It
describes the lives of 65 extraordi-
nary women who have decided to
dedicate their lives to Buddhism
in an age identified by instability,
but when Chinese Buddhism was
growing as a religion and with
many Vinaya related materials still
waiting to be translated. Because
of the courage these women dis-
played while facing the prejudices
and negative opinions of society,
Bao Chang, acting as a defender
of the Buddhist religion, believed
he had to set an example for future
generations by eulogizing them.
To do this he employed several
literary means, one of which is the
illustration of biography with mi-

raculous elements .

The particular focus of my

work is the presence of miracu-
lous elements in some nuns' biog-
raphies (most of them related to
the cult of the bodhisattva Guan-
shiyin #i{H 3 FpEand the Lotus
Sutra). Although (as evidenced
by the preface to the collection)
Bao Chang intends to keep to an
historical approach in the descrip-
tion of the nuns’ lives, he also
introduces materials from narra-
tives, stone inscriptions and eulo-
gies. In this eclectic approach to
the material informed by his status
as a monk we see Bao Chang as
a fervent believer and supporter
of Buddhism, an attitude which
he transmits in his collection. By
identifying the miracles in the
biography collection and compar-
ing them to similar miracles in
tale collections connected with the
cult of Guanshiyin, I argue for the
fictional element in these biogra-
phies which claim to be strictly
historical. This fact speaks of Bao
Chang’s deep belief and religious

frame of mind. A part of the ar-

ticle is devoted to a comparison
with another collection of biog-
raphies of Indian nuns which was
also collected and edited by Bao
Chang and the monk Sengmin {4
. It comprises 12 biographies
from the 23rd scroll of the earliest
Buddhist encyclopedia in China —
Jinglii yixiang {&HEEFME  “Clas-
sified excerpts from the Sutra and
Vinaya Pitakas” (6th c.). In the
analysis of the miracle elements in
both collections I investigate the
presence of four aspects typical
of Buddhist biography miracles:
the inspirational, the political, the
cosmological and the ontological
(A.J.Prince, 2002, p. 52). Princi-
pal differences between the two
cultures are set out against this
background and a re-consideration
of some typical features of Chi-
nese Buddhism at this stage of its
development in China is aimed at.

During my two-week stay in
Dharma Drum Mountain [ had
the chance to work extensively
on this article in the library of the
Dharma Drum Buddhist College. I

had access to different editions of
the Buddhist Tripitaka, collected
nearly 100 articles and book chap-
ter titles and consulted a number
of rare books and collections. In
this process I was assisted by the
library staff (in particular Ms. Liu
and Mr. Lan) who right from the
start helped me with everything I
needed and thus made my research
easier and more efficient.

I would like to express my
deepest gratitude to the president
of the Dharma Drum Buddhist
College, Ven. Huimin, with whom
I was delighted to have occasional
conversations; to Ven. Guohui,
the Vice-Abbot of Dharma Drum
Mountain; to Ven. Jian Hong with
whom I exchanged opinions on
my article and received her pre-
cious feedback and suggestions;
to Ven. Guo-Jing, the director
of Chung-Hwa Institute of Bud-
dhist Studies with whom I had
the rare chance to meet and talk
on meditation practice; to Prof.
Teng for his enlightening talks
from which I learned a lot; to all
the nuns and monks I met during
my brief stay with some of whom
I had only short conversations but
who nevertheless graced my being
with light and illumination, and to
others such as Shi Fachuang, Shi
Changxiu, Shi You Min and Shi
Xiuhua who in one way or another
supported me with their intelligent
insight and understanding of mat-
ters concerning Buddhist studies.
My gratitude belongs also to Ms.
Li Youru who provided admin-
istrative and technical support
throughout my visit. Most impor-
tantly, my experience as a visit-
ing researcher at Dharma Drum
Mountain made me realize the fact
that through research in religious

studies I become a better person.
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