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Introduction to Tripitaka Editions at the DDBC Library

The Qisha Canon mS#% o

(FRRR ) TR KRS, 35 vols. Call-No.: SU 043 1174

Next to the Southern Hongwu
and the Jin Edition the Qisha
Canon is one of three canonical
editions that were rediscovered
in the 20th century. Its discovery
in 1924 by the reformer Kang
Youwei AR (1858-1927)
in the Kaiyuan temple in Xian
caused quite a stir. Kang Youwei,

who realized the importance of
his find, tried to remove the canon
without the consent of the monks;
a little fracas ensued and Kang had
to leave Shanxi in a hurry. A few
years later the general, scholar and
lay-Buddhist Zhu Qinglan A<BE
(1874-1941) organized a reprint of
the Kaiyuan copy in Shanxi. The

By Marcus Bingenheimer

reprint was completed in 1935 and
this reprint serves as the main basis
of the Xinwenfeng edition we have
in our library. Some parts of the
edition were discovered elsewhere.
Its printing history is complicated
and work on this edition spanned
three dynasties: Song, Yuan and
Ming. The Song part of the Qisha is

A Lesson From the Liang Huang Repentance Service

By Andres

I would like to take this
opportunity to express my
sincere gratitude to Ven. Guo
Lee and Ven Guo Kae for
arranging such a productive and
educational trip to Tachung’s
Liang Huang Repentance
service. Throughout this trip, I
learned what the book doesn’t
teach: the Zen school's so-called
“experience it yourself”.

1st Lesson

Most people probably think
being a volunteer on a site set-up
crew is simply arranging chairs,
tables, stages, etc.; and in fact, in
most cases that is true. In this trip,
the first assignment I received
was to set up the eating area for
thousands of people to use. When
I got there, the place was just an
open field but after a few minutes,
with the help of several volunteers,
it became an eating area. We have
read about dependent origination
in Sutra, and this phenomenon just
appeared in front of me.

2nd Lesson

Today we went to visit
Taichung’s [DDM] Chapter. When
we arrived, I expressed my gratitude
to Ven. Guo Lee for treating us
like VIPs since day one, but Ven.
Guo Lee simply replied back with

a gentle smile, “this is part of the

education”. I could not understand
the true meaning of her statement.
She then explained to us what she
meant: she desires that in our lives
we will treat everyone like this. |
was very touched by her statement
because, in fact, isn’t that what we
are supposed to do with what we
have learned in school?

At the Taichung’s Chapter, Ven.
Guop Kae asked us what we have
seen, heard and experienced during
our stay. [ again couldn’t understand
how and why she wanted us to
answer that question. After a few
hours, this question was still in my
mind and I tried to find an answer.
I finally concluded with an answer
for myself: if we combine our six
senses with our habits, then we
can’t see Buddha’s teachings, but if
we see, hear and experience things
from the perspective of the dharma,
then we are with Buddha!

Today I went to assist the
Main Kitchen. Most of the
kitchen crew knew where I
came from and they were very
friendly to me. There was one
gentleman who approached
me while I was pretending to
be a chef and asked where I
came from. I then replied back
with my school name and the
location. We were coordinating
with the main chef and after a few
minutes he replied to me with (with
an ironic tone), “Oh I see, so I guess
you are just an intellectual?” In
fact, this is not the first time I have
heard this statement. When people
find out I am studying at a Buddhist
College, from their perspective they
think being an intellectual is not
very practical. [ always appreciate
it when people ask me this ironic
question. Instead of being upset,
I often look inward and wonder
why they ask? Do students from
Buddhist Colleges always focus on
intellectual studies? Can we change
that view and if so, how?

This school field trip was a most
enjoyable one. Despite the busy
schedule and workload, I finally
experienced what Master Sheng
Yen said: “Happy from being busy
and exhausted with enjoyment.”

I thank Ven. Guo Lee’s teaching
and Ven. Guo Kae’s arrangement.

directly based on the Sixi (perhaps
Siqi as toponym) &% edition
(siglum 2R in the Taisho apparatus)
and the Yuan part on the Puning 3%
Fedition (siglum JT in the Taisho).
After work on the Qisha started
around 1216, funding, supervision
and work-flow repeatedly changed.
In 1258 a fire destroyed most of
the canon, production stopped
before and shortly after the Mongol
invasion. In 1322 the Tangut
monk Guanzhuba % 3£ /\ played
an important role in completing
an edition of the Qisha which
contained 1532 titles in 6362
fascicles.

The Qisha’s relationship with the
Sixi is obvious from the concertina
format, in which every printed sheet
was folded in five pages with six
lines of seventeen characters on
each page.

The Qisha edition is important
for textual Buddhist studies, because
it is not collated in the Taisho and

Major Events

*2010.03.11~16

President Venerable Huimin and
Professor Bingenheimer went to the
University of Virginia, March 11th to
March 13th, for the conference, “Cultural
Crossings: China and Beyond in the
Early Medieval Period” and the “Digital
Project in Asian Art and Humanities
Workshop”. In addition, Venerable
Huimin was invited to Boston for three
lectures.

* 2010.04.03~05.01

Ms. Giuliana Martini, a Ph.D. candidate
from University of Naples, Italy, visited
DDBC with her advisor, Professor Mauro
Maggi, for a research project about
digitalization of Khotanese literature.
Ms. Martini is expected to receive her
Ph.D. degree this year.

+ 2010.04.04~05.01
DDBC invited Professor Bhikkhu
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must be checked when working on
a critical edition. Since it belongs
to the same stemma as the “K and
JT editions collated there, generally
very little divergence from these
two can be expected. The great
advantage is, however, that we have
the Qisha edition as modern reprint,
while the Sixi and the Puning
editions have never been reprinted
and can be accessed only with
great difficulty in some Japanese
collections. The Hongwu Southern
Edition, introduced earlier in this
series is a “tracing” of the Qisha, i.e.
its woodblocks were cut as almost

identical copies of the Qisha.

Analayo of Hamburg University,
Germany, to join the faculty as an
adjunct researcher. During his stay at
DDBC, Bhikkhu Analayo interacted
with faculty and students on several
occasions, and delivered a lecture with
the title “The First Absorption (dhyana)
in Early Indian Buddhism — A study of
source material from the Madhyama-
Agama.”

* 2010.04.07~04.18

Dr. Mauro Maggi, from Sapienza
University of Rome, Italy, visited DDBC
for a short-term academic interaction,
to discuss a research project about the
digitalization of Khotanese literature and
to collect related research material.

= 2010.05.26~27
Vice President Aming Tu, representing
DDBC, was invited to Thailand for the
celebration of 2010 Vesak.

News from the DAK [Digital Archive of Khotanese]

By Giuliana Martini

From a historical point of view,
Khotanese studies gained their
initial momentum from an interest
in the ancient treasures, languages
and cultures of the Silk Roads. This
in turn was prompted by the Great
Game, the strategic rivalry between
the British and the Russian Empires
for supremacy in Central Asia in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
The study of Khotanese texts began
at the end of the nineteenth century,
after the discovery of the first
manuscripts.

The importance of Khotanese
sources in the history of the
Mahayana can hardly be
overestimated. Yet, Khotanese
Buddhist texts have so far attracted
little attention among Buddhist

scholars because of several factors:
all students of Khotanese have so
far been comparative philologists by
education; it is difficult, for Buddhist
scholars, to access materials in this
obscure Iranian language; and the
present philological situation of
the Khotanese corpus (editions,
glossaries and translations) does
not always meet standards of easy
accessibility and use.

In order to achieve substantial
progress in the understanding of
Khotanese texts, a comprehensive
electronic edition, enabling the
generation of lexicographic
resources, is a necessary
precondition.

Ronald E. Emmerick (Hamburg),
the scholar who has given by far the

greatest contribution to Khotanese
studies, had already started the
encoding of most Khotanese texts
at Cambridge University in the
1960s. Most of Emmerick’s data
and unpublished materials are
now in the hands of Mauro Maggi
(Rome), who is endeavouring to do
his utmost to preserve Emmerick’s
legacy and to make Khotanese
materials available.

Thus, as was announced in a
previous issue of DDBC newsletter,
Rome University has embarked
on a long-term project called
Digital Archive of Khotanese in
collaboration with DDBC. The
outcome will be an online platform
that will combine digital editions
of Khotanese texts, to be encoded

according to the TEI guidelines,
with a lexicographical component
allowing users to obtain semantic,
orthographical, grammatical and
etymological information on
Khotanese terms.

After a first visit in August 2009,
Mauro Maggi and Giuliana Martini
(Rome) stayed again at DDBC in
April 2010. In a happy collaborative
effort with Marcus Bingenheimer,
Simon J. Wiles and Hung Jen-jou,
the DAK is starting to take shape.
The bibliographic component is
running and will be soon on-line.
The encoding of the first sample
text, the Khotanese Vajraccedik
a Prajiaparamita, along with its

unpublished glossary, has been

started as well.

The next step will be a first
ever panel on Iranian Buddhism
convened at the 2011 TABS
conference in conjunction with a
meeting of Iranian scholars working
on Khotanese materials where the
DAK is to be discussed.

DDBC is where Emmerick’s
dream of a digital archive of
Khotanese is now coming true and
where Iranian studies and Buddhist
philology seem to be coming close

together.

Caption:

an eighth-century Khotanese
manuscript of the Book of
Zambasta, the longest and possibly
the oldest extant Khotanese text (ca.
second half of the fifth century).



