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Introduction to Tripitaka Editions at the DDBC Library
No.3: The Manchu Buddhist Canon

Special Collection Room 2nd Floor, Call-No: SU 043.7 2534 Vol.1-109

By Marcus Bingenheimer

The Manchu Canon was
created when in 1772 the Qianlong
emperor (r.1735-1799) ordered a
translation of the Buddhist canon
into the "language of the Qing" I&
. The translation into Manchu
was ordered after similar large-
scale edition and translation
projects had resulted in Tibetan,
Mongolian, and Chinese canons.
With the existence of canons in
Chinese, Tibetan, and Mongolian,
the creation of a Manchu canon
became a political desideratum.
The nature of the translation
project is deeply rooted in the
nature of Manchu rule, which
aimed to project an image of
universal monarchy. It was
always obvious that a Manchu
canon would never have a large-
if indeed any—audience. The
translation was an imperial gesture
towards Buddhism, by which

Major Events

* 2009.12.19~12.20

DDBC hosted "Seminar and Workshop
on ZEN and Science Education",
consisting of four sessions and ten
paper presentations. After the seminar,
a meditation workshop assisted
participating scholars and students from
technology backgrounds to experience
the effects of Chan meditation on body
and mind.

* 2009.12.26~12.28

A group of sixteen faculty and students
from Tongguk University, South Korea
(a sister school of the DDBC) visited
DDBC and interacted with our faculty
and students. The visitors, led by Dr.
Kim, were welcomed by Dr. Venerable
Guohui and Dr. Venerable Guojing.
Students from both schools showed
great interest in comparing approaches
to study, custom, and tradition.

the patronizing of Buddhism
could be used to aid Manchu
rule. Nevertheless, the canon is a
interesting monument to the ever-
changing history of Buddhist texts.

The Changjia Khutughtu, a
close advisor and one of the most
powerful clerics at Qianlong's court,
was put in charge of overseeing
the translation. It seems that, as in
other edition projects, Qianlong
himself paid close attention to the
proceedings and made concrete
decisions regarding the content.
The Sutra part of the canon was
translated from the Chinese,
the Vinaya from the Tibetan.
Abhidharma works were, in accord
with Qianlong's directives, not
translated. The immense task was
completed in 1794, after 18 years.
Originally only twelve sets of this
canon were printed and distributed
to temples in China and Tibet.

* 2010.02.08

A field-observation team from National
Taiwan Sport University, host of the
coming "2010 National Intercollegiate
Athletic Games", traveled to DDBC by
bicycle to inspect the torch relay route.
The visitors were welcomed by President
Ven. Huimin and Vice President Tu, who
held a brief discussion with the cyclists.

+2010.03.03

Prof. Dong Yuxiang, an expert in
cave studies from Mainland China,
was invited to DDBC for a lecture
entitled, "Maijishan Cave at Tiansui-
The largest sculpture museum in the
East." Presenting slides of images of
Buddhist statuary, Prof. Dong introduced
faculty and students to Maijishan Cave,
considered the largest museum of clay
sculpture in the East. He discussed
its geographical location, its famous
collection of Buddhist statues, and
its importance in the field of Chinese
Buddhist sculptural arts. The audience
responded with interest.

The woodblocks of the original
printing survived the three centuries
in Peking in good condition and the
Zijincheng Publishing House %5
2P T of the Peking Palace
Museum gained permission to
make a facsimile reprint. In 2002,
twenty copies of the complete
canon were reprinted from the
original woodblocks. One of these
was acquired by our library. The
Manchu Canon contains 730 works
(not, as sometimes stated, 699)
in 2466 juan-chapters. Each set
consists of 108 [K-boxes, plus one

unnumbered box containing the

Study First

By Andy Soh

In today's highly competitive
"global village," an individual not
only has to compete with his or her
fellow citizens, but also with people
around the world in the job market
or business world. Therefore, it's
a very important decision to be
made by a student on whether to
start work or go for further studies
after graduating from university. |
believe the decision for a student
to start working or to study after
graduation all depends on the goals
and desires of each individual in
life.

In Taiwan most people place
a great deal of emphasis on
education and obtaining degrees,
especially graduate degrees. This
craze for degrees, and other types
of paper qualifications, has created
tremendous pressure on Taiwanese

students. According to a recent

Divine Opportunities for Learning

On a cloudy and cool autumn
afternoon, the atmosphere at Dharma
Drum Buddhist College (DDBC)
in Jinshan on the northern coast of
Taiwan is especially serene. ""You can
feel that it's a religious atmosphere
here," says DDBC student Xu

mil.
Divine
Opportunities for
Learning
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of maiitreant education

BY DSCAR CHUNG
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Tian-zhi (5% ) ,comparing
the school with National Yang
Ming University in Taipei City,
where she majored in nursing as an
undergraduate. "Here, the college
provides only vegetarian food and
you're asked not to bring meat on
campus," says Xu, who is in the third
year of a master's degree program in
Buddhist studies at DDBC.

In Taiwan, formal education
in religion takes place in divinity
schools and universities, with the
latter serving student needs through
religious studies departments and
graduate schools. While those
studying the subject at universities
learn about religions in general
and tend to be more focused on
earning accredited degrees than
their peers in divinity schools,
most divinity students pursue their
chosen educational path with an eye

to learning more about their faith
or becoming lay religious workers,
clergy, or monks or nuns.

As a divinity school offering
courses in Buddhist practices and
aiming to cultivate and educate
Buddhist monks, nuns and lay
practitioners, DDBC is actually
quite different from most other
institutions of higher education
in Taiwan. Xu, for example, is
working to accumulate the total
of 44 credits needed to receive a
master's degree from DDBC, with
eight of them coming from courses
like morning chanting and nighttime
meditation. Each semester, both
undergraduate and graduate
students at DDBC are required
to attend a week of meditation
classes, which start at 4:30 a.m.
and last until 9:40 p.m. each day.
Participants must eat, sleep and
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catalog in four languages (Manchu,

Chinese, Tibetan and Mongolian).
In 2007 the Digital Archive
Section of our library created
a digital archive of "Research
Material for the Manchu Buddhist
Canon". (http://buddhistinformatics.
ddbc.edu.tw/manchu/) The archive

contains an image database of
selected sutras from the Manchu
Canon, an improved catalog in
Chinese, Manchu and Tibetan,
a Chinese-Manchu-Sanskrit
glossary of Buddhist terms, and
a bibliography on research on the
Manchu Buddhist Canon.

or Work First

research study done by the Ministry
of Interior, "The adolescent suicide
rate has increased in recent years.
In Taiwan in particular, mortality
caused by suicide and self-harm
among adolescents aged 15-19 grew
dramatically compared to the past
decade (Ministry of the Interior,
2002). " *

Parents in Taiwan need to realize
that getting a high paper qualification
(Master or Ph.D. degree) does not
guarantee a bright future for their
children. In Taiwan, there are also
many successful men and women
who do not possess a degree
qualification..

Therefore, if a student's goal is
to start a business or to work in an
industry, he or she should pursue
this interest right after graduation
because it is good to learn and gain

experience.

meditate in the DDBC meditation
hall for seven consecutive days.
They are not allowed to talk or doze
off during the meditation sessions,
either, although Xu notes that the
instructors usually ignore minor
violations. "In the meditation class,
I felt so concentrated," she says.
"I wasn't thinking of mundane
concerns. It was great."

This year, DDBC will recruit
20 students for its undergraduate
department and another 20 for
its graduate school. Slots in the
graduate section are split evenly
between lay practitioners and monks
and nuns. "We don't encourage or
discourage the students to be monks
or nuns. Whether laymen or not,
they can make contributions to

society," says Huimin Bhiksu (F
Hf) |, president of DDBC.
The religious practices taught

If a student's goals do include
further studies, I encourage him
or her to pursue higher education
in the fields in which he/she is
interested. Since Taiwan competes
with other countries in the field of
high-tech industries, it is important
for students to study further and
obtain the necessary qualifications
in these areas.

In conclusion, my proposition
on whether to study first or to
work first after graduation is "to
follow one's heart and pursue one's
interests" in order to be successful

and happy in life.

*The official website of Professor
Stephen William Hawking,
http://www.hawking.org.uk/

at DDBC are a relatively new
phenomenon for an accredited
school in Taiwan, as the Private
School Act, which was promulgated
in 1974, previously barred schools
officially accredited by the Ministry
of Education (MOE) from requiring
students to participate in religious
rites or take courses in which
religious rites were performed.
The original laws effectively
barred divinity schools as official
institutions of higher learning, thus
preventing their accreditation. The
Private School Act was amended
in 2004 to exempt divinity schools
from this restriction, and the
changes have served to improve
the once marginal status of
divinity schools in Taiwan's formal
educational system.

—— From "Taiwan Review
January 2010"




