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Conference in Information Visualisation

By Dr. Marcus Bingenheimer

Recently I attended the 13th
International Conference in
Information Visualisation (IV09)
at Pompeu Fabra University,
Barcelona. The conference consisted
of one-day preparatory workshops,
and three days of panel work. The
IV09 was a middle sized conference
(only 200 attendees), but acceptance
rate for papers was a discriminating
40%.

My own talk was on the way data
is visualized in our Gaoseng Zhuan
= {# (http://buddhistinformatics.
ddbc.edu.tw/gaosenggis/) project.

Although the “stable” server

Major Events

* 2009.06.19~07.08

Vice President Aming Tu visited Great
Britain's British Museum and Oxford
University to collect research material
for the “Zen” project.

* 2009.07.20~28

President Venerable Huimin led a
group of eleven faculty and students
to Lanzhou for “The Cross-Straight
Academic Investigation of Buddhism
and Taoism in Eastern Lung Area,” held
by the History and Culture School of
Lanzhou University.

* 2009.08.02~08.04

President Venerable Huimin attended
a conference in Xiang Shan Temple,
Ningpo, Zhejiang, and made a paper
presentation. The conference was
organized by Peking University with
the title, ”The International Conference
on Syntax in Chinese Translations
of Buddhist Sutras and the Fourth
International Conference of Linguistics
in Chinese Buddhist Sutras.”

* 2009.08.20~28

Dr. Mauro Maggi, from Sapienza
Universty of Rome, Italy, visited DDBC
for a brief stay and data collection.
Dr. Maggi delivered a lecture with
the subject, “How to kindle a fire
in Khotanese: Ancient technology,
traditional beliefs, and Buddhist
philology.”

crashed towards the end of the talk,
it received a very positive response.
In particular, the idea to link markup
to Google Earth generated a lot of
interest, as did Joey and Axian's new
place selector tool. I came away from
the conference with the impression
that the work we do in the digital
field is on par with what is going on
internationally.

1 did not register for the workshop,
but attended all three days of the
panels and two very interesting key-
note speeches. I spoke with scholars
from Taiwan, Japan, Germany,
England, Scotland, Israel and of

course Spain. Especially interesting
was to meet a Taiwanese Professor
from a University in Taipei, with
whom I was able to discuss some
research questions. This discussion
led to a follow-up meeting in Taiwan,
from which, hopefully, a joint project
may soon be developed.

This was the first infoVis
conference I have attended and also
was the first conference where 1
did not know anybody at all on the
first day. The scene was, however,
quite open and welcoming so it
was not long before I felt at home.
Though I attended the conference

especially to learn

something about -
the visualization
of social networks,
listening to the
talks, I also

learned a lot about
the field in general
during those three
days.
Attesting
to the growing .
importance of information
visualization as a field, there is an
Asian forum for research into infoVis

(since 2007), called PacificVis.

The next PacificVis, for which we
plan to submit a paper as well, is
conveniently held in Taiwan in
March 2010 at Academia Sinica.

Hopkins Archive Posts New Series

By Dr. William Magee

The Hopkins Tibetan Treasures
Multimedia Research Archive,
now in its third year of funding
by Taiwan's National Science
Council, has recently added several
new series to its Dharma Drum
Buddhist College website (http://
haa.ddbc.edu.tw). Newly uploaded
series include Den-ma-lo-cho
teaching Grounds and Paths, Kun-
chok-tse-ring teaching Dzong-
ka-ba's Essence of Eloquence
according to Gungru, Ye-she-
tap-kay teaching Dzong-ka-ba's
Essence of Eloquence according
to Jay-dzun-pa, Ye-she-tap-kay
teaching Dzong-ka-ba's Essence
of Eloquence according to Pan-
chen-so-nam-drak-pa, Tup-ten-
gya-tsho teaching Dzong-ka-ba's
Essence of Eloquence according
to Jam-yang-shay-pa, Lo-sang-
ten-dzin teaching Dzong-ka-ba's
Essence of Eloquence according
to Gun-tang, and Tup-ten-gya-tsho
discussing his own life as well as
the biographies of Jang-gya, Kay-
drup, and Gung-tang.

The Hopkins Tibetan

Treasures Multimedia Research
Archive also focuses on Tibetan
language instructional materials
available on the internet for HTML
browsers. Recent additions to the
instructional materials available in
HTML format include the Dalai
Lama on "Mind, Meditation,
and Other Matters" and Yang-
jen-ga-way-lo-dro's "Tibetan
Grammar Verses". Along with

these materials, students now have

access to on-line versions of the
Hopkins Tibetan Dictionary and
Advanced Tibetan Dialogues.

The Hopkins project also
produces innovative e-learning
materials in the online virtual
world of Second Life. Recently,
the project has added a number of
educational materials for Tibetan
language and philosophy. These
include a sliding puzzle to teach

Tibetan numerals which, when

solved, plays Yang-jen-ga-way-
lo-dro's Grammar Verses, a
variety of machinima tutorials,
a method for writing Tibetan
characters, a Tibetan Debate
Simulator, and a demonstration
of Vasubandhu's refutation of
partless particles.

The Hopkins Tibetan
Treasures Multimedia Research
Archive is a digital resource
freely available across the
internet for scholars seeking oral
commentary to compliment their
textual research into Tibetan
Buddhism and related cultural
artifacts. The Hopkins Tibetan
Research Multimedia Archive
has as its basis the magnetic tape
collection of the many important
oral teachings given to Jeffrey
Hopkins by a cadre of the best-
educated Tibetan Lamas of the
Twentieth century. Professor
Hopkins, a leading scholar of
Tibetan Buddhism, presented the
digital archive to the Chung-Hwa
Institute of Buddhist Studies in
2004.

Resources for Dunhuang Studies at the DDBC Library

(2nd floor, Dunhuang Studies Area 1 IE4F[=)

By Dr. Marcus Bingenheimer

Although our library does
not own any original Dunhuang
manuscripts, Dunhuang Studies
are well represented in our col-
lection and we maintain a special
Dunhuang Studies Area on the
2nd floor. The large corpus of
Dunhuang manuscripts was one
of the most important archaeo-
logical discoveries of the 20th
century. Its paintings and manu-
scripts are an important source
for the study of Buddhism and
Buddhist history.

Soon after its discovery in
1900, the cache of documents
was removed from the small cave
where they had been walled up for
900 years, and today large collec-

tions of material from Dunhuang
exist in Beijing, London, Paris,
and St. Petersburg. The documents
stem from the 4th to the 10th
centuries and were sealed in the
cave at the beginning of the 11th
century, perhaps to protect from
an attack by the Muslim kingdom
of Karakhan.

The International Dunhuang
Project at the British Library
(http://idp.bl.uk/) has digitized
large parts of the Dunhuang cor-
pus. The approximately 45,000
Dunhuang manuscripts in Chi-
nese are well published and we
own complete sets of all available
facsimile editions. There is also
the Dunhuang Baozang ({Z IR EE

ey > b @ HTCE > 1981-1986 )
in 140 vols, the first print edition
done from microfilm of the collec-
tions in London, Beijing and Paris.
During the last twenty years
newer and better facsimile editions
of the Chinese texts of all major
collections have been published
and have become the main refer-

ence works for scholars who do not

have access to the original manu-
scripts:

Beijing: Guo jia tu shu guan cang
Dunhuang yi shu ( {EIZZ[EERE
FREUEEEDY 0 Jiyu Ren (Ed.) {1
e EMw o dbnt - bt EEHE
HikiE ) » 2005-, 150 vols. are
planned, as of 2009, 103 volumes are
published and available at DDBC.
(Call-No: GR 797.9 5666-2)

London: Ying cang Dunhuang wen
x1an . Han wen o jing yi wai bu fen

( (TERBUE SRR« BESCHRAELL
SMERZTY o Bk R AR S
e o BER © P91 R H R )
1990-14 vols. (Call-No: GR 797.9 563)

St. Petersburg: Elousi ke xue
yuan dong fang yan jiu suo Sheng-
bidebao fen suo cang Dunhuang

wen xian ( (HERFERTRIZBER T
2 it B2 4515 £8 53 P jigk 2K 3L
BRY - BT R TSR
EEPRAT 5T BT o R TR HE i
iR TTSCERAR - b T H it
M o _big : biEER © HGRENTR
B2 R B T SRR ) 1992-, 17
vols. (Call-No: GR 797.9 5000)

Paris: Facang Dunhuang Xi yu
wen xian (355 HBUE PR ST
Y o bl EEHAT - REIE
Kl HEMw - By« BilhEE
it ) 1994-, 33 vols. (Call-No:
GR 797.9 234)

Next to these facsimile editions
our library offers a good collection
of secondary material, dictionaries
and catalogs related to all aspects
of Dunhuang Studies.
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