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DDBC Professor's Video Chosen for Conference

Major Events

2008.09.23

Dr. Ku, Chung-Yu, Director of the Life Education
Center and assistant professor in the Department
of Tourism Management from Hsing Wu College,
delivered a speech entitled, “Mental Exploration
and the Life Writing Course.”

2008.10.14~10.22

Prof. Suwanda H. J. Sugunasiri, founder of
Nalanda College of Buddhist Studies at the
University of Toronto, paid a visit to DDBC for
school administrative affairs and met with the
President, Vice President and faculty members.

——2008.10.16~11.14

Prof. Bhikkhu Analayo of Hamburg University,
Germany, stayed at DDBC for one month as
visiting scholar. On Novemver 7th, Bhikkhu
Analayo gave an address entitled, “The Influence
of Commentarial Exegesis on the Transmission
of Agama Literature”. The talk was translated by
Dr. K. P. Chuang.

2008.10.17

Ven. Yan Zhen, Vice President and Dean of
Academic Affairs of Jiangxi Buddhist College,
China and interim Abbot of Baofeng Temple, was
invited by CHIBS to the DDM World Religious
Education Center for a ten-day visit. The visitor
audited several graduate classes. On October
17th he met with President Huimin to exchange
thoughts on Buddhist education on both sides of
the straight.

2008.10.17

Professor Ven. Jen Lang of Huafan University
led a group of four to visit President Huimin and
Professor Lee, Honorary Director of CHIBS.

N e o 12008.10.22

=) Dr. Robert M. Gimello, Research Professor of
s l Buddhist Studies in the departments of Theology
and East Asian Languages & Civilizations of the
University of Notre Dame visited DDBC. He
delivered a lecture entitled ‘“Late Bloomings”:
The Persistence and Growth of Huayan Buddhism
under the Liao.” The lecture was translated by
Dr. Wang, Ching-wei of the Graduate School of
Chinese Studies in National Yunlin University of
Science and Technology.

2008.10.27

Professor Wu, Dean of the Education College,
National Dong Hwa University, led a group of
nine faculty members to DDBC. They visited the
classrooms, library, and International Conference
Hall. The visitors found our architectural
planning for environmental protection to be very
impressive.

2008.10.31~11.03

DDBC co-hosted (with National Chengchi
University) the Third International Conference on
the Linguistics of Chinese Buddhist Texts. More
than thirty papers were presented. In attendance
were over forty researchers on Chinese Buddhist
linguistics from Mainland China, Japan, Belgium,
Korea, and Taiwan.

Dr. William Magee of DDBC
was recently honored by the
inclusion of his machinima
turorial, "The Cube of Tibetan
Consonants", in the most recent
SLEDcc conference. The theme of
the conference was "Machinima
in Education". The recently-
coined word "machinima" refers
to computer-generated videos
recorded inside Second Life or
on other graphical computer
platforms. Dr. Magee's entry,

lauded as an "excellent example

of using machinima as a tutorial",
was among those chosen following
an open call for "Machinimas
Highlighting Education".

SLEDcc is the education track of
the annual Second Life Community
Conference, held this year in the
online virtual world of Second
Life and in Tampa, Florida, from
September 3rd to 5th. Second Life
is a 3D virtual world established
by Linden Labs and created by its
residents.

It provides a rich assortment

of tools for educators, businesses,
non-profits, and others to develop a
virtual presence.

Interested viewers can see Dr.
Magee's machinima videos on the
world-wide web at www.youtube.
com, or can visit the DDBC
eLearning Beacon in Second
Life in the region of Catocala, at
coordinates 178,65,100. Snapshots
of Dr. Magee's virtual Dharma
Drum Mountain creation can be see
at www.ddbc.edu.tw/en/about_the
college/second_life.html.

My Experience at DDBC

I am currently a graduate student
in the Study of Religion at Harvard
University. My first visit to Dharma
Drum Buddhist College (DDBC)
was in February, 2008 during the
EBTI-CBETA Joint Conference.
Being extremely impressed by its
excellent library resources, learned
faculty, motivated and interesting
students, as well as the serene
natural environment of Dharma
Drum Mountain, I decided to apply
to its Resident Visiting Graduate
Student program to do research on
my dissertation.

In my view, DDBC is a unique
Buddhist studies institute that
combines high academic qualities
and rich religious vitality. During
the past two months of my stay at
the College, I have participated
in a number of academic events;
for instance, the nationwide

Graduate Student Conference in

Buddhist studies, the International
Conference on Linguistic Aspects
of Chinese Buddhist texts, and
several lectures given by renowned
international scholars. I have
also been fortunate to witness
an auspicious ceremony of the
donation of a golden Buddha
statue from the King of Thailand

to Dharma Drum Mountain, a

by Wei-jen Teng

rare occasion at which one could
observe ritual interactions between
Theravada Buddhism and the
Chinese Chan tradition.

DDBC—which traces its history
back to the Chung-Hwa Institute
of Buddhist Studies—is playing a
leading role in promoting Buddhist
studies in Taiwan. Its growing
international reputation has won
for it the opportunity to play host
in 2011 to the premier international
conference of Buddhist Studies, the
TIABS.

When Dharma Drum University
begins to operate, students will
also enjoy opportunities for
interdisciplinary dialogues and
research resources outside the
field of Buddhism. Overall, my
experience at DDM has been a
very pleasant and beneficial one.
I am definitely looking forward to

revisiting it in the future.

The Madhyama-agama Translation Project

In international academic circles,
the importance of the Chinese
Agamas for the study of early
Buddhism is gaining increasing
recognition as a necessary pendant
to the Pali Nikayas, which so far

have been at the centre of scholarly
attention. In order to make the
Chinese Agamas available to the
wider public, their translation into
English is an important and urgent

requirement.

DDBC provides the venue for
a team of experienced scholars -
among them DDBC president Hu-
imin, Kuo-pin Chang, Shi Chun-yin
and Marcus Bingenheimer - who are
translating the Madhyama-Agama.
The translation will be published by
the Numata Foundation, California.

To ensure high quality and con-
sistency of the sections rendered
into English by various translators,
three editors will consecutively ex-
amine the translation. The first of
these, Bhikkhu Analayo (Hamburg
University), has been visiting DDM
to work directly with the transla-
tors. Subsequently the text will pass
through the hands of Rod Bucknell
(Queensland University) and then
receive its final editorial polish by
the head of the project, Marcus Bin-
genheimer (DDBC).




