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DDBC Faculty Attend the IABS Conference

Several members of the Dharma Drum
Buddhist College faculty, including President
Venerable Huimin and Vice President
Aming Tu, attending the 15th Congress of
the International Association of Buddhist
Studies in Atlanta, Georgia, June 23-28. They
returned with the important announcement
that the 16th IABS Congress would be hosted

Major Events

06.16

Professor Feng Dawen of the Research Institute
of Religious Culture, at Zhongshan University,
Guangzhou and his associates visited DDBC.
They met with President Huimin to discuss future
academic cooperation and exchange.

07.12~16

President Venerable Huimin attended “Buddhism
and Science Forum: Brain, DNA and the
Metamorphosis of Life” organized by Lian Shan
Shuang Lin Monastery of Singapore. President
Huimin delivered three speeches and visited the
local DDMBA chapter.

07.25~29

President Venerable Huimin led a group of four
professors to a workshop at Dongguk University
(Korea) on the development of Buddhist Sutra
Catalogs. The workshop dressed future plans
for international cooperation involving Buddhist
Sutra Catalogs in Buddhist Digital Archives.
The group also visited DDBC'’s sister university,
Dongguk University, to discuss future plans
for scholarly exchange with the International
Exchange Section.

07.25

A group of twenty of Master Sheng Yen’s western
students led by Dr. Jimmy Yu visited DDBC
and attended a seminar hosted by faculty from
DDBC, CHIBS and Sangha University. Issues
discussed ranged over schools systems, course
arrangements, and research approaches.

08.30~09.06

President Venerable Huimin and CHIBS Director
Venerable Guo Jing led a group of scholars to the
“International China-India Silk Road Conference
and Cultural Exchange” at Tarim University,
Xinjiang. The conference was co-organized by
DDBC and CHIBS. President Huimin presented
the keynote speech. After the conference, the
group visited Quici museum and Buddhist
historical sites.

09.13

DDBC hosted the 19th United Presentation of
Buddhist Papers by Graduate Students. The one-
day presentation attracted 17 graduate students
from 13 Universities and Buddhist colleges.

by DDBC in 2011.

The International Association of Buddhist
Studies (IABS) is a learned society dedicated
to promoting and supporting scholarship in
Buddhist Studies in a spirit of non-sectarian
tolerance and with scientific research and
communication as preeminent objectives.
Membership is open to scholars of all

academic disciplines,
and the 15th 1ABS
Congress attracted
hundreds of scholars
of Buddhism to its
five-day conference
on the grounds of
Emory University
in Atlanta. Besides
DDBC'’s President and
Vice President, those
presenters from Taiwan
also included Dr.
Marcus Bingenheimer,
Dr. Bill Magee, Dr. Yi-

hsun Huang, and Eric Goodell.

During the first session of the conference, a
panel on Chinese Buddhist Meditation Practices
and Chan, Venerable Huimin presented a talk
entitled, “An Inquiry of Master Xuyun’s
Experiences of Long-Dwelling in Samadhi.”
During the same panel on Chinese Buddhist
Meditation Practices and Chan, Dr. Yi-hsun
Huang also gave a talk on, “The Use of Old
Cases as Chan Practice in the Records of
Master Xuedou at Dongting.” Eric Goodell
was the third representative of DDBC on the
Chinese Meditation panel, reporting on, “The
Role of Chan in the Life of Taixu.”

For the Conference’s second session, Dr.
Marcus Bingenheimer spoke on, “Between
Tradition and Modernity: Yinshun's
History of Buddhist Doctrine.” During that
session, Erik Hammerstrom, who has been
researching Buddhism and Science at DDBC,
also gave a paper entitled, “The Cachet of
Kexue: Buddhist Intellectuals and Modern
Astronomy in Twentieth-Century China.”

On the fifth and final day of the
conference, three members of the DDBC
faculty comprised a majority on the
Technology and Resources panel. Vice
President Aming Tu spoke of major advances
in the field of Buddhist digital research in
his talk, “Spatial Temporal Information
Technology and Tripitika Catalogs.” Dr.
Marcus Bingenheimer unveiled a system for
“Untangling Agama Literature” in his talk on
a digital comparative edition of the Bieyi za
ahan jing (T100). Dr. Bill Magee discussed
the Hopkins Tibetan Treasures Multimedia
Archive and new advances in distance
language learning, in his presentation:
“Learning Tibetan in the Virtual World.”

At the Farewell Dinner at the Emory
Conference Center, it was announced that the
IABS Board of Directors had chosen DDBC
to host the next IABS Congress in 2011. This
year’s conference ended with conference
organizer Professor Sara McClintock
declaring, “See you in Taiwan in 2011!”

Hopkins Archive Awarded Third Year of Funding

The Hopkins Tibetan Treasures
Multimedia Archive has been awarded a third
year of funding by Taiwan’s National Science
Council, announced Professor William
Magee of Dharma Drum Buddhist College.
Dr. Magee will lead the project, as he has for
the past two years of NSC funding.

The Hopkins Tibetan Research Multimedia
Archive (http://haa.chibs.edu.tw) is a digital
resource freely available across the internet
for scholars seeking oral commentary to
compliment their textual research into Tibetan
Buddhism and related cultural artifacts.
The Hopkins Tibetan Research Multimedia
Archive has as its basis the magnetic tape
collection of the many important oral
teachings given to Jeffrey Hopkins by a
cadre of the best-educated Tibetan Lamas of
the Twentieth century. Professor Hopkins,
a leading scholar of Tibetan Buddhism,
presented the archive to the Chung-Hwa
Institute of Buddhist Studies in 2004.

Since its beginnings in
2005, the Hopkins Tibetan
Treasures Research Archive has
established itself on the internet
as one of the leaders of the
highly technologized revolution
in Buddhist academic research.
Among the project’s foci for
the third year are the following
goals:
Continue enlarging the
Hopkins Tibetan Treasures
Multimedia Research Archive
through digitization of the original cassette
tapes for publication with metadata to various
web sites.
Continue developing Instructional
Materials for use with HTML browsers.
Migrate portions of the Hopkins Tibetan
Treasures Multimedia Research Archive to
web-based RSS servers for broadcasting on
the web and in Second Life.

The Bieyi za ahan jing Project

This project aimed to produce a digital
edition and partial translation of the Bieyi
za ahan jingpl 25 S & (BZA). The
main advantages of the new digital edition
(at http://buddhistinformatics.chibs.edu.tw/
BZA/) are:

1. It provides a new punctuation for the
BZA and the Za ahan jing FE 54K (ZA)
sutras.

2.1t corrects and documents mistakes in
previous editions.

3. It distinguishes and visualizes parallel

Pali Manuscripts and Literature

Dr. Peter Skilling, the researcher of EFEO
(Ecole francaise d'Extréme-Orient), Centre
de Bangkok visited DDBC and gave a lecture
entitled “Pali Manuscripts and Literature” on
July 23.

In his lecture, Dr. Skilling started with
the explanation of the extant oldest Pali
manuscript, which was found in Nepal and

written in 9th century. He then introduced
several Pali inscriptions carved on the stone,
copper plate, and other materials, mostly
written in the Khom language. Later in the
lecture, Dr. Skilling illustrated the features
of some Pali manuscripts in Thailand, an
example being the illustrations on the first
page. An interesting thing is that sometimes

and non-parallel passages between the
BZA and other Chinese and Pali versions,
enabling the user to conveniently compare
the different texts of a cluster.

4. 1t refines and expands the contents of the
364 text clusters.

5. It provides an annotated English translation
of selected sections of the BZA.

6. It enables statistical linguistic analysis by
creating aligned parallel corpora.

7.1t is extensible and allows for further
material to be added.

the illustrations have little thing to do
with the content itself. The manuscript of
Puggalapaffattipali of the Abhidhamma for
instance, the illustration on the first page
is about the story of the past lives of the
Buddha. Dr Skilling’s lecture helped us to
gain a fundamental understanding of the Pali
scriptures.

Continue developing innovative
Instructional Materials for e-Learning in
Second Life.

“The original Hopkins Tibetan Treasures
Multimedia Research Archive exists as a
fragile magnetic tape collection,” said Dr.
Magee, commenting on the need to complete
digitization quickly. “Some of these cassette
tapes are almost forty-years old.”

8. It provides a model for digital, multilingual
editions of Buddhist literature.

Next to the digital edition the project
website provides a comprehensive
bibliography of research material concerning
the BZA, a search function of the database.
Users are able to download the source files
for all texts in the database which include
the markup and extensive bibliographic
information. The project has yielded solutions
for the missing character problem, on a XML,
JScript basis, while the search function is
being extended into an integrated search
platform solution for all our archives.
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