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Between DDM and DILA

OFlorence Yufen Lee

heart was almost dropping out and

1

(44
bumping dramatically when the very

formal ‘first’ step stepped on the red carpet in
the austere Main Hall at that very moment. No
matter how many times we have practiced, |
have been so overwhelmed by the simple but
serious ambience all the people have created in
the Main Hall. Though the number in the interior
has been limited, the whole atmosphere I have
been immersed in touched me which I have never ever
experienced throughout my life. It is even more daunting than
the feeling of performing the piano on the stage.”

I realized it is so uneasy to be ordained in Dharma Drum
Mountain after accomplishing many-many-day training
with extra additional rehearsals of being an offering servant.
Students from Dharma Drum of Liberal Art College
(Dila) have unprecedentedly cooperated with the monastic
association of Dharma Drum Mountain this year. Chang-
Sheng Fashi mentioned how tough it was to find a ‘dozen,’
literally speaking, of people in the crew for an ordination
ceremony this year due to the pandemic disease. All the
members, therefore, were actually being made up of the
school students mostly, few are even half-enforced by the
inviter, due to a special year for being in a lack of finding
an appropriate offering in the monastery. Therefore, such a
rare and unusual opportunity did happen at this ordination
ceremony this year with its serendipity of Buddhist’s term
‘cause and effect’.

From adjusting to the perfect height of taking the red
plate, every single movement, including turning right or left
while approaching to the front of the right position. Every
movement of walking, standing, kneeling down with a certain

pace in its consistency of all the members.
Throughout all the process, every action and
step has been highly-demanded. Each detail
required in the ceremony exhibits its simple
but seriously-perfect to be the finest at the
end in action and garment. The purpose of the
strict requirement is to be neat with simplest
spirit. To be in short, it was the very ‘right’ time
to manifest how Chan practice can be utilized in
each every single movement, after a long-period of
training in the school. Luckily, all the members have been
practicing conscientiously and whole-heartedly without any
distraction, instead of being phubber anymore during the
practicing, of course. With sincere attitude, each individual
endeavored to make every moment to be perfect without
making any mistakes or inconsistency. To put in other words,
‘non-self” and devotion to be in a team with Chan spirit has
been exhibited in the all training.

To me, I was so lucky and happy to join the crew this time
which was totally beyond my expectations due to the strict limit
of the criteria for being an offering servant. With the pressure
I have confronted at the moment, I cannot reject my will for
devoting to such a precious experience. Also, Fashi encouraged
me once more to cherish such a meaningful task. I, therefore,
show my greatest appreciation for taking part in this not-so-
grand but magnificent ceremony. In my life, I will never ever
forget this peculiar experience and hope this ‘cause’ can nourish
and inspire many people, not only me, to find it how uneasy
and honorable to be ordained as a new-born novice, exploring
what Buddhism spirit can be and how to exert its spirit more
in one’s lifetime so as to share what Buddhism is with many

people to realize and practice.
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