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Study on the Historical Abbots of Daxian Yan, Jiayi County,
during the Qing Dynasty

Chengtsung Kan
Professor
Department of Buddhist Studies, Fo Guang University

Abstract

The Daxian Yan (Great Immortal Rock) in Baihe, historically
under the jurisdiction of Jiayi County during the Qing Dynasty, has
a history spanning over three centuries since its founding by Chan
Master Zhecanche ( 2 EN , 2-1790) around the 58th year of the
Kangxi reign (1719). According to the ‘Lotus Seat of the Successive
Patriarchs of Daxian Temple’ ( Al 3 & A i Al 3 )5 ), erected after
World War 11, ten abbots were listed up to the 1990s. However, extant
Qing Dynasty spirit tablets and tombstones of the temple’s patriarchs at
Daxian Temple suggest that the situation is evidently not so.

Specifically, some Qing Dynasty abbot spirit tablets are inscribed
with the term ‘abbot’ ( {£ FF ), yet these figures were not included
in the ‘Lotus Seat of the Successive Patriarchs of Daxian Temple.’
Furthermore, the lineage ‘generational designation’ ( f{; | ) inscribed
on certain Qing Dynasty tombstones does not correspond with the
‘abbot designation’ ( J731 ) recorded on the ‘Lotus Seat.” Therefore,
a necessary re-examination and verification of the succession order
or lineage of the abbots listed in the ‘Lotus Seat of the Successive
Patriarchs of Daxian Temple’ is required.

This paper aims to utilize the extant Qing Dynasty spirit tablets
and tombstones of Daxian Temple’s patriarchs to verify and determine
the active periods of the successive abbots over the three centuries
of the temple’s history, along with their probable terms of office and
generational designations upon assuming the position of abbot.
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