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Kikai’s (774-835) Theory of Mind: From the Mahavairocana
Stiitra to the Hizohoyaku

Peiying Lin
Associate Professor
Graduate Institute of Religious Studies, National Chengchi University

Abstract

Kikai was the founder of the Shingon sect in Japan. In addition to
the theory of “enlightenment in this very body” (Jp. sokushinjobutsu),
Kikai’s most important concept was his “Theory of the Ten Abiding
Minds”, explained in the Jigjiashinron [Ten Abiding Minds Treatise]
and the Hizohoyaku [The Secret Treasure Key]. In later years, Kiikai
condensed the ten volumes of the Ten Abiding Minds into three volumes
of the Hizohoyaku. However, in addition to the difference in the length
of the volumes, the later-established Hizohoyaku also emphasises
its connection with the Mahavairocana Siitra. By quoting from the
Mahavairocana Sitra in the questions and answers, the Hizohoyaku
expresses the appropriateness and necessity of being a “treatise”
(Sastra). In this paper, we will explain the meaning of the Ten Abiding
Minds Theory in the Hizohoyaku, analyse how Kiukai interpreted the
sutra, how he interpreted the Avatamsaka Siitra, his strategy for arguing
against the Tendai school, and his method of interpretation. Taken
together, this means that Kiikai’s theory of the Ten Abiding Minds was
not based on the Mahavairocana Siitra, but rather was his creative idea.
These discrepancies reveal Kiikai’s theory of tantric knowledge and his
motivation for writing it. This article then explores how this treatise
fulfils the role of a sastra, one of the genres of Buddhist texts, in the
cultural context of East Asia.
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